The struggle of the Norwegian Church 
gainst the Germans has deeply impressed 
Danish Church and people. Some months 
all the Danish bishops assembled at a 


end their heartiest greetings to the fight- 
0s. 178 and 180). The censorship, however, 


the greeting and the answer later received 
om the Norwegian leader, Professor Hal- 
sby. The Ministry of Ecclesiastical Affairs, 
ng under German orders through the 
anish Foreign Office, sent to all Danish 
cars prohibiting them from mentioning 
om the pulpits or by letters anything re- 


-it had been approved beforehand by the 
sorship. The reaction to this pressure 

a flood of protest letters to the Ministry 
Keclesiastical Affairs from all parts of 


. consequence of the fact that the Danish 
Office some time ago asked the Min- 


rs to make any ery ale as to the fight- 
Norwegian Church during the present 
ilt political conditions, we, undersigned 
rs in the diocese of Viborg, wish to de- 
that, loyal to the order of our King, 
e always felt it our obligation to avoid 
cing difficulties for our people. ~ 
But at the same time we wish to em- 
sise: 1. That in questions affecting our 
lence we can only be bound by con- 


eting in Copenhagen, where they decided — 
Norwegian Church (see Spiritual Issues, - 


orbids the Danish press to publish the texts © 


ding the fighting Norwegian Church, un-. 


s Bulletin is published for eotiee tes. at Reine ee abrodd bo the ‘Religions Division 
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siderations of truth and justice; 2. That as 
servants of the evangelical Lutheran national 
church in Denmark we are closely connected 
with the Norwegian Church by bonds of life 
and doctrine; 3. That in accordance with 
our ordination as clergymen we are obliged 
to fight against all false doctrines that may 
arise; 4. That we cannot accept directives 
from the State regarding the spiritual life 
of the Church, and regard ourselves as hav- 
ing the right if necessary to mention the 


‘fighting Norwegian Church.” 


From Aalborg the Ministry received the 


- following letter :— 


“To the Ministry of Ecclesiastical Affairs, 
“On the occasion of the letter from the 


_ Foreign Office through the Ministry of Eccle- 


siastical Affairs, we, undersigned vicars of 
the diocese of Aalborg, unanimously wish to 
declare that in accordance with our respon- 


sibility for the people and its government 


in the present situation, we can act only in 
conformity with our duty as clergymen and 
in accordance with our conscience in ques- 
tions that concern the truth of our doctrines. 


‘Aalborg, April, 1943.” 


A Danish dean recently buried a British 
pilot and placed over his grave a stone with 
the inscription: ‘Fallen in the battle, also 
for Denmark.” The German authorities 
twice ordered him to remove the stone, but 
he replied to a high German Army ofticer: 
“T have buried this Englishman, and he 
now rests in hallowed earth. So long as I 
am rector of this church, none, not even the 
Wehrmacht, shall violate this place, which is 
sacred.” The gravestone remains. 
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| ‘THE RELIGION OF THE GERMAN _ 
a SOLDIER 


The German Evangelical Church paper 
Deutsches Pfarrerblatt (one of the very few 
religious papers still published in Germany) 

examines the question of the religion of 

German soldiers. On the negative side it 
- says: “The important events of the present 
time bring with them many personal prob- 
~~ lems which occupy so fully the thoughts and 

feelings of men that they have hardly time 

and tranquillity to concern themselves with 

the commandments of a Higher Power. Men 

have“Nhardly time to put their hands together 
in-prayer. They are obliged to do their duty, 
nd in this way religion little by little loses 
its influence over their lives. 

“The men often consider this spiritual 
development as a liberation. They detach 
themselves from the religious formalities 
which they have previously accepted, but 
which have never formed an integral part 
of their personality. They feel themselves 
liberated, most of all, because the official cul- 
tural life has long ago lost its Christian and 
Church character. They recognise openly 
that they have no faith and that they are 
not bound to the Church in any way. 

“You often find this liberation follows a 
regular course and leads sooner or later to a 
new form of slavery. It is said that super- 
stition increases more and more. You see 
indications of it in the sale of talismans, 
horoscopes and mascots. At the same time 
personal spiritual independence is disappear- 
ing and is being replaced by all kinds of 
crazes of the moment.” 

On the positive side the paper says: 

“During the war Jesus Christ has become 
the centre of the life of many men. These 
see in Him the source of courage and the 
Liberator Who teaches true virility. They 
recognise the influence of Christ among men 
who are ready to live with Him and in 
accordance with His laws.’ The number of 
these men and their influence is much larger 
than is generally believed. Many of them 
have proved the value of their faith in the 
; most solemn moments of their life. They 
b are vigorously opposed to everything which 
might destroy their faith.” 

The German religious paper describes how 
these two mentalities lead to arguments and 
long discussions. “The difficulties do not 


often the individual feels them within him- 
self, It is thus a conflict between the Chris- 
tian who feels himself the disciple of Christ 
and the German who feels himself under the 
influence of his race.” (It is not clear from 
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imply any lack of mutual friendship, for. 
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frankness on the part of the paper.—ED.) 


NEW MOVES IN NORWAY. 


Boycott of N.S. 


A Norwegian Quisling paper (Haugesunds 
Blad, June 10th) shows how effective is the 
boycott of the Quislings by the great majority 
of Christion people in Norway. The paper, 
in an editorial, writes, in self-pitying lan- 
guage, of the attitude of Church people to 
Quislingites: c 

“Formerly, Norwegian Christians made 
no difference between Conservatives, Labour 
or members of any other party, when their 
task was to win them for God. But the 
situation changed after the occupation. The 


wh uotation 
is taken whether the last comment is German 


‘or Danish. If German, it indicates great 


men and women of the New Era are re- — 


garded by some people as unworthy of the 
Kingdom of God. They are not only con- 
demned, but regarded as inferior elements, 
with whom the majority of Christians will 
not associate, saying that Christ’s mercy does 


not include the champions of the New Era. ~ 


“We are convinced that this is very un- 
just. We want to emphasise that the N.S. 
is not a*religious movement, but consists of 
the supporters of the New Era. We are con- 
vinced of the priceless value and importance 
of Christianity, and, unlike Marxism, the 
N.S. does not disdain Christianity, but, on 
the contrary, guarantees to preserve its fun- 
damental -values. It is a gruesome, hard 
sentence to describe the supporters of the 
New Era as so imbued with evil, and such 
great sinners, that Christ’s mercy does not 
harbour them. We can deem ourselves for- 
tunate that men do not sit in judgment in 
the Kingdom of God.” , 


Efforts at Conciliation 


The painful efforts at conciliation made by 
the Quisling authorities are revealed in the 
following extracts: 

“The policy of the Norwegian Church 
authorities is becoming increasingly concilia- 
tory: this is clear from two circulars issued 
by the Church Department. The first letter 
criticises the fact that some N.S. clergy, in 
their sermons, discuss the political diver- 
gencies between the Norwegian people. The 
Department stresses the fact that the clergy 


will now serve people, party and State best | 


by devoting all their time to Church work 
and not to delivering political lectures or 
.taking part in political party work. The 
Department also criticises a direct attack on 


nde 
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_dendom og Kristendom’ (The Cult of the 
North and Christianity), which appeared in 
_the periodical Ragnarok. 
“The second letter says that the clergy of 
he Opposition should be allowed to use the 
churches as much as possible. 
“Dean Blessing Dahle recently sent all 
N.S. bishops and priests a confidential letter 
_which was to be signed and returned imme- 
diately, as the copy with all the signatures 
was to be sent to Quisling personally. The 
letter deals mainly with church attendance. 
N.S. priests had hoped that party comrades 
would attend sermons and other meetings, 


but unfortunately most N.S. priests have» 


small congregations, sometimes with very 
few members, sometimes none at all. To 
cancel the services on account of the bad 
attendance would cause a sensation, and it 
is therefore to be avoided: but then people 
will get the impression that N.S. members 
are indifferent to religion and that it is to 
them but an empty phrase. Some priests 
have been seriously affected by this, and con- 
sider resigning from office. The letter sug- 
gests that church attendance be made com- 


-pulsory for N.S. members, as in the case of . 


party meetings.”— (Nya Dagligt Allehanda, 
; Sweden, June 19th and 18th.) 


; More Difficulties £ 


_ Things certainly do not go smoothly inside 
the small Quisling church group, as the fol- 
lowing passage shows :— 


in the ranks of that small group of the clergy 
who have not joined the Temporary Church 
Council and who are therefore considered 
‘loyal’ to Quisling’s Ministry of Ecclesiasti- 
cal Affairs. 

_ “The N.S. bishop Falech Hansen has left 
Bergen, and several ‘loyal clergymen’ have 
resigned. Falch Hansen is said to be leav- 
pe because the local Se baanee refuse to 


a by the Quisling authorities. 

_ “Among other ‘loyal’ clergy who have re- 
igned are Roset, who was appointed curate 
Se eanr in the early stages of the Quis- 
ling régime. The motive behind this resig- 
nation is said to be ‘troublesome conditions 
the congregation.’ 

‘Pastors Herredstvedt, of Bindaren, and 
r, of Kautokeino, have also resigned. In 
er to Harr’s resignation the Ministry 
cclesiastical Affairs has offered him an 


aristianity made. in an a prtielé allied Nor: 


“There seems to be complete dissolution 


additional 250 kr. a month and other advan- 


tages if he remains. 

~ “Pastor Simonsen, who was persuaded to 
take office in Rade, last winter, has sent in 
his resignation to the Ministry of Ecclesiasti- 
cal Affairs with a noteworthy letter saying, 
‘A Church policy led by the present author- 
ity can hardly combine Christ’s doctrine and 
example.’ As a more personal reason for his 
resignation, he says ‘N.S. members in Rade 
sabotage Divine Service just as much as the 
opposition.’ — (Dagens Nyheter, June 
26th.) 


Church Leadership 


Quisling is anxious to liquidate the Tem- 
porary Church Leadership, which he finds is 
still functioning in spite of the arrests of 
Hallesby and Hope. 

“The State police, in co-operation with the 
Gestapo and the Ministry of Ecclesiastical 
Affairs, have started intensive investigations 
in order to find out who have assumed the 


leading positions in the Temporary Church 


Leadership, after the arrest of Hallesby and 
Hope. During the investigations close 
searches were made in the homes of the Oslo 
priests Thomle, Ludwig Schubler, Th. Nord- 
seth, and F. R. Wisloeff : these searches lasted 
about two and a half hours, but they were 
fruitless. The arrest of Hallesby and Hope 
has caused unrest even in certain N.S. cir- 
cles.”— (Svenska Dagbladet, June 27th.) 


More Persecution for Bishops 


Svenska Morgonbladet on June 26th re- 
ported: 

“According to information received, Hal- 
lesby and Hope were to be sent to a German 
concentration camp, probably Oranienburg, 
but for various reasons this decision has not 
taken effect. It is planned to put Hallesby 
and Hope in private concentration camps, as 
Bishop Berggrav was, where they will he 
placed under the surveillance of the Gestapo. 

“Dr, Wagener, in the Reichskommisariat 
in Oslo, who deals with all Church matters, 
has apparently received certain instructions 
from Berlin lately, to show more leniency 
over the question of Church conflict.” 

According to Svenska Dagbladet (June 
25th), Bishop Maroni from Kristiansand is 
now forbidden to preach publicly. Some 
time ago Maroni was ordered to report to 
the police of Kristiansand daily at 11 a.m., 
Sundays included, the intention being to pre- 
vent his travelling round his diocese. Maroni 
found this contrary to the third (7.e., our 
fourth.—Epb.) commandment, and therefore 


pe tee 


continued to hold services. The police 
interfered and forbade him to preach, _ 

Fresh outrages were recently committed 
against several Norwegian priests, despite 


the Quisling authorities’ order that Church — 


policy should be moderated. The clergyman 
at Stange has been arrested, and Wexelsen- 
Freihow, of Kristiansand, the clergyman who 
was arrested some time ago, has now been 
sent to Grini. The property of Dean Kobro 
has been confiscated. Two clergymen have 
been expelled from the counties of Aust- 
Agder and Vest-Agder respectively. Dr. 
Lundeby, the well-known preacher, has been 
forbidden to travel. 


OUTSPOKEN CLERGY IN CAPTIVE 
FRANCE 


The Swiss paper Weltwoche for June 26th, 
writing on the underground war in France, 
gives the following information on the re- 
sistance of the clergy: 

“There is no lack of symptoms which re- 
veal public opinion. Special mention must 
be made of the attitude of the lower clergy, 
which has not only always kept a close eye 
oe public opinion, but has also expressed 
Oy en hes 
“If to-day it is already possible for the 


noted Jesuit Father Dillard to declare openly — 


to Vichy that for two years the Government 
has never tried to do the slightest thing to 

_ restore France, but has contented itself with 
shifting the blame for the collapse, this 
speaks volumes. For Dillard could only 
speak thus if he knew that a stronger power 
was behind him than the Government or 
even the occupiers, namely, the French 
people. Dillard’s sermons had a tremendous 
effect. He insisted that he had only experi- 
enced the greatest disappointments. He 
declared that neither the promised educa- 
tional. reforms nor the social, political and 
moral reforms had been carried out. He 
dared openly to say from the pulpit that the 
French people were told only lies. 

“His sermons had their effect. A parish 
priest in Lons-le-Saunier preached against 
the deportations, and cried aloud: ‘Les 
Frangais ne sont plus seulement vaincus, 


aw 
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of the sermons, and it is only natural that 
the will to resist simultaneously grew, even 


4 
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among the circles of the patient petit- 


bourgeois.” - 


PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT’S 
MESSAGE TO THE POPE 


dent Roosevelt to the Pope, reaching him 
immediately after the Allied landings in 
Sicily: : 3 


va The following message was sent by Presi- 


“By the time this message reaches Your 


Holiness a landing in force of American and 


British troops will have taken place on Ital- 


ian soil. Our soldiers have come to rid Italy 


of Fascism and to drive out the Nazi oppres- 


sors who are infesting her soil. 
“There is no need for me to reaffirm that 
respect for religious beliefs and for the free 


exercise of religious worship is fundamental : 
to our ideas. Churches-and religious insti- 


tutions will, to the extent that it is within 
our power, be spared devastation by war 
during the struggle ahead. Throughout the 
period of operations the neutral status of 
Vatican City, as well as of the Papal domains 
‘throughout Italy, will be respected. 

- “I look forward, as does. Your Holiness, 
to that bright day when the peace of God 


returns to the world. We are convinced that 


this will occur only when the forces of evil 
which now hold vast areas of Europe and 
Asia enslaved have been utterly destroyed. 
-“On that day we will joyfully turn our 
energies from the grim duties of war to the 
fruitful task of reconstruction. In common 
with all other nations and forces imbued with 


the spirit of good will toward men, and with 


the help of Almighty God, we will turn our 


_ hearts and our minds to the exacting task of 
building a just and enduring peace on 


earth.” 


